Evidentiary Foundation of the Redesigned SAT

In redesigning the SAT, the College Board carefully examined what the best available evidence
indicated were the essentlal prerequisites in reading, writing, language, and mathematics for
readlness for and success in postsecondary educatlon. This evidence, along with extensive

feedback from our colleagues in K-12 and higher education, was critical to shaping the deslgn of
the new exam.

For the redesigned SAT’s Reading, Writing and Language, and Essay Tests, the evidence and
feedback strongly and decisively led us to:

1. incorporate texts spanning a consistently defined range of difficulty, including
complex texts like those that high school graduates will be assigned in typical
entry-level postsecondary courses in a variety of disciplines;

2. assess whether students are able to analyze source texts and use textual
evidence effectively to support claims and points—skills they will frequently be
called on to demonstrate in postsecondary course work;

3. Include Informatlonal graphics, such as tables, graphs, and charts, comparable
to those that students may make use of in their postsecondary reading and
wrlting;

4. devote considerable attention to word meanings and the impact of word choice,
with a particular emphasls on vocabulary that students will encounter frequently
in many kinds of academic and career-related reading;

5. focus on a set of language conventions that are closely and powerfully
assoclated with clear and effective communication; and

6. present texts in a range of subject areas (Including U.S. and world literature,
sclence, history/social studles, the humanities, and careers) that mirrors the
breadth of K-12 and higher education.

For the redesigned SAT’s Math Test, the evidence and feedback were similarly clear and
compelling, leading us to:

1. focus the exam on the math knowledge, skills, and understandings that
are empirically and most strongly linked to readiness for and success in

postsecondary education, rather than try to cover every possible aspect of
high school math;

2.-emphasize problem solving and data analysis, including addressing
problems in rich contexts and solving multi-part problems that require
sustained attentlon; and

3. include both calculator and no-calculator sections, allowing students to show

that they can use a calculator effectively and strategically as a tool without being
overly dependent on it.




Redesigned SAT:
Eight Key Changes

The redesigned SAT will ask students to apply a deep understanding of the few things
shown by current research to matter most for college readiness and success. They’ll
find questions modeled on the work of the best classroom teachers and perform tasks
practiced in rigorous course work. The SAT redesign is centered on elght key changes.

RELEVANT WORDS IN CONTEXT

The redesigned SAT will focus on relevant words, the meanings of which depend on
how they’re used. Students will be asked to interpret the meaning of words based on
the context of the passage in which they appear. This Is demanding but rewarding
work. These are words that students will use throughout their lives—in high school,
college, and beyond.

Requiring students to master relevant vocabulary wlll change the way they prepare
for the exam. No longer will students use flashcards to memorize obscure words, only
to forget them the minute they put their test pencils down. The redesigned SAT will
engage students In close reading and honor the best work of the classroom.

COMMAND OF EVIDENCE

When students take the Evidence-Based Reading and Writing section of the
redesigned SAT, they’ll be asked to demonstrate their ability to interpret, synthesize,
and use evidence found in a wide range of sources. These include informatlonal
graphics and multi-paragraph passages excerpted from literature and literary
nonfiction; texts In the humanities, science, history, and social studies; and career-
related sources.

For every passage students read, there willl be at least one question asking them

to select a quote from the text that best supports the answer they have chosen in
response to the preceding question. Some passages willl be paired with informational
graphics, and students will be asked to integrate the Information conveyed through
each in order to find the best answer.

Questions that assess writing skills will also depend on a command of evidence.
Students will be asked to analyze sequences of paragraphs to make sure they are
correct, grammatically and substantively. In some guestions, students will be asked
to interpret graphics and edit the accompanying passages so that they accurately
convey the information in the graphics.

The redesigned SAT will more closely reflect the real work of college and career,
where a flexible command of evidence—whether found in text or graphic—is more
important than ever.
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ESSAY ANALYZING A SOURCE

The focus of the Essay section on the redesigned SAT will be very different from the
essay on the current SAT. Students will read a passage and explain how the author
builds an argument. They’ll need to support their claims with evidence from the
passage. This task more closely mirrors college wrlting assignments.

The new Essay section is designed to support high school students and teachers
as they cultivate close reading, careful analysis, and clear writing. It will promote the
practice of reading a wide variety of arguments and analyzing how authors do their
work as writers.

The essay prompt will be shared in advance and remain consistent. Only the source
material (passage) will change. The Essay will be an optional component of the SAT,
although some school districts and colleges will require it.

MATH FOCUSED ON THREE KEY AREAS

The exam will focus in depth on three essential areas of math: Problem Solving and
Data Analysis, the Heart of Algebra, and Passport to Advanced Math.

Problem Solving and Data Analysls is about belng quantitatively literate. It includes
using ratlos, percentages, and proportional reasoning to solve problems in science,
social sclence, and career contexts. The Heart of Aigebra focuses on the mastery
of linear equations and systems, which helps students develop key powers of
abstractlon. Passport to Advanced Math focuses on the student’s familiarity with
more complex equations and the manlpulation they require.

Current research shows that these areas most contribute to readiness for college
and career training. They're used disproportlonately in a wide range of majors and
careers. The SAT will sample from additional topics in math, but keep a strong focus
on these three.

PROBLEMS GROUNDED IN REAL-WORLD GONTEXTS

Throughout the redesigned SAT, students will engage with questions grounded in the
real world, questions directly related to the work performed In college and career.

In the Evidence-Based Reading and Writing section, reading questions will include
literature and literary nonfictlon, but also feature charts, graphs, and passages like the
ones students are likely to encounter in science, social science, and other majors and
careers. Students will be asked to do more than correct errors; they’ll edit and revise
to improve texts from the humanities, history, soclal science, and career contexts.

The Math section will feature multi-step applications to solve problems in science,
social science, career scenarios, and other real-life contexts. Students will be
presented with a scenario and then asked several questions about it. This allows
students to dig into a situation and think about it, then model it mathematically.



ANALYSIS IN SCIENCE AND IN SOCIAL STUDIES

When students take the redesigned SAT, they will be asked to apply their reading,
writing, language, and math skills to answer questlons in science, history, and social
studles contexts. They willl use these skills—in college, in their jobs, and in thelr
lives—to make sense of recent discoveries, polltical developments, global events,
and health and environmental issues.

Students will encounter challenging texts and informational graphics that pertaln

to issues and topics like these in the Evidence-Based Reading arid Writing sectlon
and the Math section. Questions will require them to read and comprehend texts,
revise texts to be conslistent with data presented in graphics, synthesize information
presented through texts and graphics, and solve problems based in sclence and
social science.

FOUNDING DOCUMENTS AND GREAT GLOBAL CONVERSATION

America’s founding documents—such as the Declaratlon of Independence, the
Constitution, and the Bill of Rights—are all rather short, but they have inspired a
conversation that endures today. Every time students take the redesigned SAT, they
will encounter an excerpt from one of the Founding Documents or a text from the
ongoing Great Global Conversation about freedom, justice, and human dignity. In
this way, we hope that the redesigned SAT will inspire deep engagement with texts
that matter and reflect not only what Is important for college and career, but what is
important for cltizenshlp here and around the world.

NO PENALTY FOR WRONG ANSWERS

The redesigned SAT will remove the penalty for wrong answers. Students will earn -
points for the questions they answer correctly. This move to rights-only scoring
encourages students to give the best answer they have to every problem.




